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Meeting eeting Cabinet Cabinet 

Date Date 21 October 2009 21 October 2009 

Subject Subject Referrals from Council  Referrals from Council  

Report of Report of Democratic Services Manager Democratic Services Manager 

Summary Summary This report asks Cabinet to note requests from Council to 
Cabinet for consideration and any action considered 
appropriate. 

This report asks Cabinet to note requests from Council to 
Cabinet for consideration and any action considered 
appropriate. 

  

Officer Contributors Nick Musgrove, Democratic Services  

Status (public or exempt) Public 

Wards affected Not Applicable 

Enclosures Requests referred from Council on 8 September 2009 to 
Cabinet, with details as to the relevant Cabinet Member 

For decision by Cabinet 

Function of Executive 

Reason for urgency / 
exemption from call-in (if 
appropriate) 

Not Applicable 

Contact for further information: Nick Musgrove, telephone 0208 359 2024 
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1. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.1 That the action taken in referring the requests to Cabinet from Council to 
the relevant Cabinet Members for consideration and action, as necessary, 
be approved. 

 
2. RELEVANT PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

2.1 Council on 8 September 2009, made the requests referred to in the enclosure. 

 
3. CORPORATE PRIORITIES AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 All the issues referred from Council support the Council’s aims and objectives as 
outlined in the Corporate Plan 

 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 

4.1 None arising from this report 

 
5. EQUALITIES AND DIVERSITY ISSUES 

5.1 None arising from this report 

 
6. USE OF RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS (Finance, Procurement, Performance 

& Value for Money, Staffing, IT, Property, Sustainability) 

6.1 None arising from this report 

 
7. LEGAL ISSUES  

7.1 None arising from this report 

 
8. CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS  

8.1 Referrals from one decision-making body to the next would generally be 
reported to the next meeting of the appropriate body 

 
9 BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

9.1 Full details of the Council’s requests to Cabinet and of the Cabinet Members 
concerned are set out in the enclosure. 

 
10. LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS 

10.1 None. 

 
 
Legal: JEL 
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References to Cabinet - Council 8 September 2009 
 

Mover / amender Resolution Cabinet portfolio 

Motion in the name 
of Councillor Daniel 
Webb 

School Building  
  
Council notes that excellent progress has been made 
on the Primary School Capital Investment 
Programme (PSCIP). 
 
Council congratulates the Major Projects Team on 
their management of the programme which has 
ensured that the new Whitings Hill School is 
delivered on time and on budget.  The new school 
has the latest environmentally friendly design, a 
swimming pool, outstanding educational facilities and 
has already become a local landmark. 
 
Council welcomes the government’s 
acknowledgment that Barnet has the skills and 
expertise to deliver major education projects, 
demonstrated by the recent, if belated, award of 
some funding for the redevelopment of six secondary 
schools. 
 

Council calls on Cabinet to continue to develop 
the PSCIP programme and to continue to explore 
innovative ways of redeveloping Barnet’s primary 
schools. Council further asks Cabinet to work 
with the DCFS (Department for Children, Schools 
and Families) to ensure that Barnet has the 
freedom to apply its proven and successful 
approach to school building to the 
redevelopment of local secondary schools. 

Investment in 
Learning 

Administration Policy 
Item in the name of 
Councillor Lynne 
Hillan 

Public Debt 

Council notes that the British economy faces an 
unprecedented level of debt, which is continuing to 
grow rapidly as income from taxes fall and public 
spending rises.  The UK government has, in the first 
seven months of 2009, borrowed an additional £50 
billion, with an additional £8 billion borrowed in July 
alone.  Public debt is at its highest rate since 1974 
and rising £5,000 every second. 
 
Council further notes that the Labour government ran 
a deficit in years of economic growth leaving the 
United Kingdom exposed to the economic downturn 
with one of the biggest budget deficits in the 
advanced world.  
 

Resources 
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Mover / amender Resolution Cabinet portfolio 

Council believes that the priority for the incoming 
government will be to restore responsibility to the 
public finances and that this will require the reduction 
of the unsustainable level of public debt, and 
consequently public expenditure will have to be 
restrained.  
 
Council notes that Barnet Council has moved ahead 
faster than most other local authorities in cutting out 
waste, reducing expenditure and developing the 
comprehensive future shape programme to address 
the expected reduction in the government grant.   
 
Council believes the magnitude of the debt crisis 
facing the United Kingdom requires local authorities 
to act in order to prevent front-line services being 
affected.  Accordingly, Council requests that 
Cabinet: 
 

• Commission in-depth reviews into high 
expenditure areas 

• Assess the best way to make use of  
powers to be devolved from the centre 
under a Conservative government 

• Review of revenue streams 
 

Opposition policy 
item in the name of 
councillor Jack 
Cohen as amended 
by Councillor Daniel 
Thomas 

Videoing (webcast) of Council Meetings 
 
Council notes that other local authorities have begun 
webcasting meetings at considerable cost.  In way of 
comparison, for the neighbouring Borough of 
Camden the cost is £38,000 per annum with number 
of live audience viewings ranging from just 15 to 40 
per meeting.  
 
Council believes that the democratic process should 
be as open as possible, but that methods of 
communication must be justifiable in terms of reach 
in relation to cost. 
 
Council therefore asks Cabinet to ensure that 
public attendance at, and participation in, 
meetings is encouraged through cost effective 
means. 

 

Policy and 
Performance 
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